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Tattooing and body piercing guidance

PART B – Appendix 13

Equipment and body piercing jewellery sterilization 
standard for tattooists and body piercers 

Using only:

solid unwrapped 
instruments 

and

solid unwrapped 
jewellery 

Using only:

Single-use  

and

 pre-sterilized 
body piercing 

jewellery 

Using:

hollow instruments 

and/or hollow body piercing 
jewellery 

and/or using any instruments 
or body piercing jewellery which 

are wrapped 

Your current 
autoclave is  
non-vacuum  

(type N)

Your current 
autoclave is 
non-vacuum 

(type N)

Your current 
autoclave is 

vacuum (type B 
or S) with drying 

cycle

No change in 
your practice is 

required 

No change in 
your practice is 

required 

If you are 
unable to 

switch to using 
a vacuum 
autoclave  

(type B or S) 
with drying 

cycle, then use  
single-use 

instruments   
and  

pre-sterilized 
body piercing 

jewellery 
instead

No change in 
your practice is 

required

Option 1 Option 3Option 2


