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Tattooing and body piercing guidance

PART B – Appendix 12
Equipment sterilization standard – self assessment  
and decision making tool for tattoo and body piercing 
practitioners

Is the equipment  
for single use?

The instrument  
is solid and  
unwrapped

Sterilize using  
non-vacuum 

autoclave with 
temperature and 
pressure indicator 
gauges (type N) or 
vacuum autoclave 
(type B or S) with 

drying cycle

The instrument 
is hollow and/or 

wrapped (including 
solid items)

Sterilize using 
vacuum autoclave 
(type B or S) with 

drying cycle

No

Dispose of safely  
and appropriately  

i.e. in offensive  
waste bag or  

sharps bin

Yes


